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ABOUT
The ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Join us for our 54th Annual Conference as we explore how tall 
ships and education under sail remain deeply relevant in today’s  
society and with contemporary learners. Sessions will explore how  
organizations can honor maritime traditions while embracing modern  
tools and digital resources. The focus will be on reaching new  
audiences and strengthening professional development by weaving 
together enduring sea lessons with contemporary opportunities for 
growth, engagement, and discovery.

The Annual Conference gathers ships’ masters, crewmembers,  
program administrators, educators, environmentalists, port  
representatives, sail trainers, community program leaders, and more 
for an information-packed three day conference. Topics include vessel  
operations, regulatory issues, management, educational  
programming, and safety at sea, as well as media relations, marketing, 
funding, communications, and port event organization. 

We also provide travel grants to those that qualify and offer group  
registration discounts for those organizations that want to send  
multiple representatives.

LOCATION: 
The Maritime Institute of Technology and  
Graduate Studies (MITAGS) - Maritime Conference 
Center is conveniently located about 5 minutes from  
Baltimore/Washington Airport. 

Between events, guests pass through hallways adorned with seven-foot 
models of seafaring vessels and centuries of Merchant Marine history.
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Where the futurE OF  
SAIL TRAINING TAKES PLACE
America’s sail training story is still being written — and the people writing it gather once a year at the Tall 
Ships America Annual Conference.
 
This is where educators and vessel operators, captains, crew, companies and visionaries come  
together not to attend a conference, but to build something. The relationships forged here  
become partnerships. The conversations that start at dinner become programs that put thousands 
of young people on the water. The handshakes exchanged here move the entire industry forward. 
 
Sponsoring our Annual Conference puts your brand at the center of that momentum. Not just as a logo on a 
banner, but as a genuine participant in the community that keeps tall ships sailing and sail training thriving 
across North America.
 
The conference’s intentional scale creates something increasingly rare: real access. Decision-makers  
aren’t rushing between sessions in a convention center the size of an airport. They’re present, engaged, and  
genuinely open to the kind of conversation that changes how they do business. Your team won’t be  
competing for attention, you’ll have it.
 
The tall ships community is passionate, loyal, and deeply networked. Earn their trust at this conference and 
you’ve earned a place in their world.
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WHY Partner With US 2026 PARTNERS

The Tall Ships America Annual Conference  
exists because companies like yours make it 
possible.
 
Sponsorship helps keep registration accessible 
to the vessel operators, educators, and crew  
members who need to be in the room. Your  
investment doesn’t just put your name in front of 
the right people. It makes the whole thing happen. 
 
This is a concentrated gathering of the decision  
makers, influencers, and innovators who shape 
sail training across North America — vessel  
owners and operators, program directors, safety  
officers, maritime educators, and the  
organizational leaders who determine where 
budgets go and who they partner with. 
 
Tall Ships America offers a range of sponsorship 
benefits designed to maximize your visibility, 
build genuine relationships, and connect your 
brand with a community that values loyalty and 
shared mission. We’re also happy to work with 
you on custom opportunities that align with 
your specific goals.

a s s o c i a t i o n  f o r

experiential education
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BRONZE 
$500

Silver 
$1,000

Gold 
$2,000

PLATINUM 
$3,000

Recognition as session sponsor on individual (selected) session of choosing •
Complimentary registration ($750 value) •
Access to attendee list before event (name, org, title) •
CREW rate registration fee for up to two people • •
Access to attendee list after event (name, org, title) • •
Exhibitor booth • •
Opportunity to participate in additional activities (Welcome Reception, etc) • • •
Inclusion of sponsor-provided merchandise in conference bag • • •
Social media recognition in standalone post • • •
Company logo and information in event app/program • • • •
Logo on event website, attendee emails & general session screen • • • •
Inclusion in social media posts and sponsor banners/signage • • • •

*Non-Profit sponsorship rates are available. Please contact us to learn more.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
There are many excellent sponsorship opportunities for this one-of-a-kind event, and we urge you to take full advantage of the 
invaluable exposure your company will receive. Alongside our core Sponsorship Opportunities, there are a several other ways 
to highlight your brand and boost visibility with conference attendees.
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The Tall Ships America Sail Training Awards Ceremony is a celebration 
of the people, organizations, and vessels that make the sail training 
and tall ships community so vibrant and impactful. The awards shine a  
spotlight on the individuals and programs that inspire the next  
generation through adventure, education, and life-changing  
experiences under sail.
 
Become part of one of the most enjoyable and anticipated gatherings 
of the conference — a fantastic evening that celebrates our tall ships 
community. The ceremony is more than just an awards presentation; 
it is a lively and memorable party filled with camaraderie, storytelling, 
and shared passion for the maritime world. We encourage businesses 
and organizations to join us as sponsors and help make this special 
event possible while enjoying an unforgettable night alongside leaders 
and supporters from across our industry.

THE AWARDS
RECOGNIZING DIFFERENCE MAKERS

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY: $3500
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Sponsoring the Tall Ships America Annual 
Conference provides a unique opportunity 
to connect directly with passionate 
mariners, vessel operators, and industry 
leaders who are actively invested in 
preserving the tradition, seamanship, 
and educational value of tall ships. 
These vessels represent an important part of maritime 
history and continue to play a critical role in developing 
the next generation of professional mariners through 
hands-on training and real world experience at sea.  

For Beacon Maritime Training, the partnership 
creates meaningful access to a highly engaged  
audience while supporting the continued growth, 
education, and long term sustainability of the tall ships  
community.

- John Rustin, Founder, Beacon Maritime Training, LLC

The welcome reception sets a  
positive tone for the conference, offering  
attendees a relaxed environment to 
network and build connections from the 
very start.
 
This engaging kickoff fosters a sense of 
community, encouraging collaboration and  
making the overall event more memorable 
and impactful. Drinkware and drink tickets 
will include your logo.

WELCOME RECEPTION 
$4000

CONFERENCE BAGS 
$2000

Additional OPPORTUNITIES

Create a positive association with 
your company by providing branded  
conference bags to each attendee.   
Attendees remember the brands behind  
meaningful gestures, and providing  
these gifts reinforces your commitment 
to supporting knowledge sharing and  
community engagement. Please note 
that bag branding will also include the  
Presenting Sponsor and Tall Ships 
America logos.

The Service Crew is the team that makes 
the event happen! By supporting the behind 
the scenes team, your organization can 
highlight the importance of collaboration 
and teamwork, fostering goodwill within 
the community. Each sponsorship 
enables one crew member to attend. And  
everyone at the conference will see your 
logo prominently displayed on the Service 
Crew T-Shirt!  *Ten Sponsorships available*

SPONSOR A  SERVICE  CREW
$500
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“There are so many independent organizers in the maritime world doing incredible work, from ships and  
museums to waterfront festivals and education programs. These are one-of-a-kind experiences that bring 
real value to their communities, and the people behind them deserve modern tools that make it easier to sell  
tickets, manage registrations, reach new audiences, and grow. That’s what makes this partnership with Tall Ships so  
exciting for us. Showpass was built for independent organizers, and we’re proud to support Tall Ships America as 
they continue bringing these experiences to life across North America.”

-Lucas McCarthy, CEO & Founder of Showpass


